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Introduction

Slow Marathon is an annual 42km/26miles themed
walking route developed by Deveron Projects.
Celebrating the human pace, it is both an endurance
event as well as a poetic act that brings together
friendship, physical activity and the appreciation of
our landscapes in their geo-political settings.
The Walking without Walls project formed two
marathon length walks. One in Gaza and the other
along the river Isla from Dufftown via Keith to
Huntly, presented in this book.

Walking without Walls is a digitally driven exchange
project by Rachel Ashton (Huntly, Scotland) and
May Murad from Gaza. In their explorations, both
artists investigated, recorded and shared native
plants with healing powers along the way. While
Rachel negotiated her way with landowners and
farmers, May dealt with the complexities of living in
an occupied territory. Learning about each other’s life
and landscape, the two artists developed a marathon
length route in their respective places. One in Gaza
and the other along the river Isla from Dufftown via
Keith to Huntly, presented in this book.
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Slow Marathon:
Dufftown to Huntly
Starting Point
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Our starting point is
the B9014 turning to
Parkmore. We walk up
the hill to the holiday
homes.
Here we go through a
gate, along a wooded
path for ca 1km. At the
cross roads we turn left
down the hill back to the
main road.

The White Wood
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Slow Marathon 2018
Dufftown to Huntly

We cross the B9014,
turn right and then
sharp left down the hill
along a path to the small
railway crossing.

After ca 2km along
Loch Park we reach the
Outdoor centre where
we meet the River Isla.
Walking another 2km
along the Isla we reach
Bortiphnie church.

TAKE CARE
WHILE CROSSING
The Keith and
Dufftown Heritage
Railway, also
called the Whisky
Line runs for 18
km from Keith to
Dufftown on summer
weekends.
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Slow Marathon 2018
Dufftown to Huntly

Soon after, we meet a
junction with walking
signs. Nearby is the St.
Fumac well. We turn
left up the hill and soon
right again through a
gate opposite Drummuir
Castle.
From here it is about
1km along a wooded
avenue.We turn left
onto the road.

According to local
tradition,
St Fumac bathed
every morning,
summer and winter,
in a copious spring
still to be seen in
the manse garden.
By way of penance
went round the
bounds of the
parish on his
knees praying that
its inhabitants
might be preserved
from the plague.
In later times
the wooden image
of the saint was
carefully kept
in the parish,
and used to be
annually washed
in his well on his
festival day, 3rd
May.
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TAKE CARE:
DANGEROUS ROAD
Try to walk on
the verge
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Dufftown to Huntly

After ca 3km on the
road we turn right onto
the path to Auchinachy.
We pass a gate after
20m.
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Slow Marathon 2018
Dufftown to Huntly

After 1km we reach the
town and follow a road
through housing estates
turning right to the
Catholic church.

At first the route is on
rough ground, then
on a small road past
Coldhome for ca 2.5km.
We follow the green signs
to Keith and turn left
up the hill at the Keith
Square/Auld Brig sign.

In the distance we
see Blackhillock
substation which
is capable of
carrying up
to 1200MW of
electricity
through a 100
mile cable from
Caithness.

St Thomas Roman
Catholic Church
was built in the
early 1830s and
designed by Father
Walter Lovi, who
is also said to
have designed
churches in Wick,
Braemar and
Glenlivet.
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Dufftown to Huntly

Carry on down the hill
until we reach Keith
Square for a well
deserved break. Walk
around it to ensure your
full mileage at the end.
Plenty of cafés here.

PUBLIC
TOILETS
HERE

Keith is home
to the Original
Kilt School of
Scotland, the only
one of its kind in
the world.
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Slow Marathon 2018
Dufftown to Huntly

Our path crosses the
A96 at the corner shop
and continues opposite
along Bridge Street/
Edindiach Road for
1.3km until we see a
sign to Dunnyduff/
Ballindalloch Hill,
leading us down to the
Isla again.

After about 500m we
get back up on the small
road and continue past
the Dunnyduff signs to a
car park at the start of
the Balloch forest.

Balloch Hill
offers the finest
views in Moray.
On a clear day
they say you can
see seven counties
from here!
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Slow Marathon 2018
Dufftown to Huntly

From the Ballindalloch
car park we follow the
BLACK route. First ca
300m straight ahead,
then a right turn (at
black sign) along forest
roads for ca 2km until
we meet another track.
Continue right following
the black route signs.

Turn right again at the
junction and walk for
ca 800m until we meet
a path to the left with
a black sign. Turn left
down the hill here on
the path with blue/grey
gravel.

e.

In this area we
are crossing the
border from Moray
to Aberdeenshire.
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After Sittinghillock farm
we get to a T-junction.
We turn right here and
then fork left when the
road splits until we get
to North Riggins.
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Slow Marathon 2018
Dufftown to Huntly

Leaving North Riggins
to the left, we continue
along the rough path for
ca 300m and turn left
at a gate. The path leads
us through Auchanachie
Forest past the castle to
the minor road.
Auchanachie is a small minor
Gordon tower house, grandly
described as a castle. It
has stood on the hill above
Ruthven, through troubled
times since the 1500s, hence
inscription over the front
door “from our enemies defend
us O Christ’. It is known
for its large ‘lum’ and
supposedly haunted by a nun.
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Slow Marathon 2018
Dufftown to Huntly

Here we turn left; pass
through the village of
Ruthven and continue
on the road for ca 1km.
We turn right at the sign
to Whitehill.

We pass Whitehill
Farm and after a
couple of gates reach
the Bin Forest. We
continue for almost
2km south until we
get to a forest road
junction where we
turn right.

The Bin takes its
name from the Gaelic
for hill or mountain
– bheinn (pronounced
‘ben’). It was first
planted in the 1840s
with fir tree seeds
brought back from
North America by
the famous Scottish
plant-hunter David
Douglas.
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Slow Marathon 2018
Dufftown to Huntly

After 300m (black sign)
we turn left again and
continue for 1km. Turn
right at a T-junction and
after 200m take the
next left (now signs are
blue); walk for 500m
until we reach the White
Wood at a junction on
our left.

To achieve the full
marathon length of the
route, you must walk
around the White Wood
at least once.

The White Wood is
a living monument
to peace which
will develop
over 300 years.
As a site of
reflection, it
was created by
the community of
Huntly and artist
Caroline Wendling
with oaks from
Germany, stones
from France and
over 1500 native
Scottish plants.

CAUTION:
EASY TO GET LOST!
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Dufftown to Huntly
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Slow Marathon 2018
Dufftown to Huntly

After a short detour
to the White Wood we
turn back and continue
on the main path for
1km past Cleanbrae
until we reach the
B9022 road. We cross
the road; turn left and
soon right towards the
Castle Hotel. At the
hotel we walk through
its grounds and down to
Huntly Castle over the
Elgin Bridge.

From the Castle it is
only a few minutes back
to Huntly Square.
Walk around it a couple
of times to achieve your
full 42k marathon walk.

Huntly Castle is a noble ruin, famous for
both the quality of its architecture and for
its eventful history. The earls of Fife built
the original castle around 1190, to guard
the crossing-point where the rivers Bogie and
Deveron meet. But it was the mighty Gordons who
made the stronghold their own from the 1300s.
The surviving remains tell the story of the
development of the castle, from the motte and
bailey of the 1100s, through the tower house
of the later Middle Ages, to the stately stone
palace of the Jacobean era.
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CONGRATULATIONS
YOU HAVE ACHIEVED YOUR MARATHON
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Slow Marathon is an annual 42km/26miles
themed walking route developed by Deveron
Projects. Celebrating the human pace, it is both
an endurance event as well as a poetic act that
brings together friendship, physical activity
and the appreciation of our landscapes in their
geo-political settings.

